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This meeting was a more in depth review of topics discussed in October.

1. NYS testing changes and assessment results- presented by Kathleen Skeals

Changes:

All grades will have their ELA tests on the same 3 days in April.  The 6th grade test now becomes 3 days instead of 2.  All tests are longer and include more questions.  Math tests for all grades are now 3 days instead of 2 (again because of more questions, plus the inclusion of field test questions.

Results:

ELA and Math score comparisons to other local districts: North Colonie scores mid-level in grades 3-5, but scores rise dramatically in the 6-8th grade levels.  Reasons presented: proof of steady, solid growth over the long term vs. high/low test scores spikes in other districts.

Also examined- what the score really means: comparing level 3 and level 4 scores.  NYS has tightened the score range for getting a level 4 on the ELA, thus becoming harder to achieve.  The level 3 range is  larger.  The Math test has a larger score range to make a level 4 easier to obtain.

2 .Dignity for All Students- anti- bullying, discrimination and harassment policies.  School districts need to have programs and training for staff in place by Sept. 2012. Our district committee is currently working on this program. In school, the programs will be taught by the classroom teachers, counselors and health educators.

3. Common Core Learning Standards- forthcoming curriculum changes to better prepare k-12 students for college and career.

4. Budget- 
Review of 2011-2012 fund balance, and what the projections are for the next 3 years.  The reserve fund is currently at $13.5 million, which is expected to be gone by 2014-2015. 

Also examined was the tax levy limit, and the calculations that will be used to come up with a tax percentage.  As of now, projections are not set in stone, and we are still waiting on state aid figures.

