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eep the polson plastic off
A% your back-to-school shopping list!

The Center for Health, Environment & Justice
(CHEJ) has created this handy Back-to-School
Wallet Guide to PVC-Free School Supplies

to empower you to make smarter, healthier
shopping choices for a toxic-free future.

hy Shop for
PVC-Free School Supplies?

Many children’s school supplies (such as

'S

lunchboxes,backpacks and binders) are
often made out of polyvinyl chloride
(PVC or vinyl)—a toxic plastic that is
dangerous to our health from production,
use, to disposal.

ick Tips for Avoiding
4 PVC School Supplies

Here are some quick tips to avoid PVC in common
back-to-school products. Look for non-plastic
products whenever available. When choosing
plastic items, be sure to avoid PVC as well as
polycarbonate (PC), polystyrene (PS) and
acrylonitrile butadiene styrene (ABS) plastics.
Avoid the three-arrow “recycling” symbol with

the number 3 and/or the initials PVC — indicating
it’s made with PVC.

If no symbol is present, call the manufacturer’s
question/comment line (usually a toll-free 800
number) listed on the package to find out what
it'’s made of.

Quick Tips for Avoiding
PVC School Supplies-cont.

Art Supplies
% Avoid PVC in smocks. Avoid modeling clays
made of PVC (polymer clays such as Fimo
and Sculpey).

Backpacks
# Avoid backpacks with shiny plastic designs as
they often contain PVC and may contain lead.

Clothing and Accessories
# Look for PVC-free materials in raincoats,
rainboots, prints on clothing, and accessories

such as handbags, jewelry and belts.

Lunchboxes and Food-Wrap
# Use cloth lunch bags or metal lunchboxes.
Many plastic lunch boxes are made of or
lined with PVC and may contain lead.

¢ Use PVC-free butcher paper, waxed paper,

parchment paper, low density polyethylene
(LDPE) of cellulose baggfor food-wrap.
Notebooks

2 Avoid notebooks with metal spirals encased
in colored plastic as it usually contains PVC.

Paperclips
# Stick to the plain metal paperclips. Colored
paper clips are coated with PVC.

Three-Ring Binders
# Use cardboard, fabric-covered, or polypropylene
binders. Most 3-ring binders are made of PVC.

") earn More 2 Get Tnvolved!

Visit our website at http://www.besafenet.com/pvc to
download the full Back to School Guide to PVC-Free
School Supplies, sign up for our PVC-Free Schools
Action Network e-mail list and learn more about how you
can create a healthier toxic-free future for your family!
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National Member Benefits Providers

Special discounts & offers for PTA Members
www.pta.org/benefits

Barnesandnoble.com
Barnesandnoble.com o,

has developed a dis- BABEE&&N&BLE
counted online bookstore for PTA members. Choose from
millions of book titles, audio books, CDs, DVDs, and
videos. Save 5% on all purchases ordered from this site
in addition to any normal site discounts up to 40% .

Orders of $25.00 or more qualify for Fast & Free delivery
within 3 business days or less (see site for details).

Kidz-1dz

All students attending PTA-
affiliated schools can get a
hard plastic School ID Card — for free! Maintain student
safety and make a difference identifying missing or
injured students.

idz- 2

Picture thewm safe.

Liberty Mutual

Special group discount avail-
able to PTA members on auto,
home, and renters insurance
through Group Savings Plus®. Enjoy round-the-clock
claims service and a variety of discounts including multi-
car, multi-policy, safe-driver, passive restraints anti-theft
device discounts.

Discounts and credits available where state laws and regulations allow and may vary
by state. Certain discounts apply to specific coverages only. To the extent permitted by

law, applicants are individually underwritten; not all applicants may qualify.
MedicAlert

- MedicAlert
PTA members receive

a 20% discount for the MedicAlert KidSmart® program,
providing 24-hour child ID and family notification servic-
es. With a phone call, emergency responders can access
your child’s medical history and records.

Southwest Airlines Vacations

PTA members save 5% on
vacation packages to select

destinations, in addition to — @
everyday low rates and SOUTHWEST
VACATIONS

ongoing specials —
choose flights and hotel
accommodations, add theme park tickets, tours, rental
cars and more — all in one place, for one low price.
Sharp

SHARP
PTA members receive dis-

counts ranging between 15 — 50% on a wide array of
Sharp products, including AQUOS® LCD televisions,
calculators, air purifiers, printers, audio systems and
more when purchased from a discounted online site for
PTA members.

Coming Soon...

PTA member credit card

PTA members nationwide will soon have access to a PTA
branded credit card that supports your local, state and
national PTA and has many attractive benefits. In addition
to generating valuable funds for the PTA, the program
includes a special shopping website where members can
get great deals and also earn more funds for PTA.
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